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and, as the two acetabula are apparently completely lost in the mutual arrests, 
I infer that no vestige of a left leg for the right, or a right leg for the left 
foetus exists. 

December 7, 1856. 


Art. YI_ Case of Nymphomania successfully treated. By John Tompkins 

Walton, M.D. 

I was called, February 5, 1856, to see a girl named Catherine, who was 
described as being “in a fit.” She was found to be in a paroxysm, the agita¬ 
tions of which were at once peculiar and revolting. Her countenance was 
distorted, face flushed, conjunctiva injected, pupils fixed and contracted, and 
pulse turgid. This paroxysm was peculiar and specific in the expression both 
of countenance and figure—in the lascivious leer of her eye and lips, the 
contortions of her mouth and tongue, the insanity of lust which disfigured 
her face, and made it fearful in conveying the expression of such intense suf¬ 
fering and anxiety as it portrayed, as well as in the positions she assumed and 
the movements which could not be restrained. My presence at first, as I was 
the only male present, increased the energy of her convulsions; but, using 
the “passe mesmerique” 1 in connection with the external applications usually 
employed, she soon began to recover; however, ere the agitation had subsided, 
her frame was again convulsed with frightful vigour. Though the mother 
said that the girl had been previously treated for an eclampsia, I had no doubt 
at all of the nature of the case, and acted upon a hint derived from Prof. 
Jackson, who, in the University course of 1850-51, in relating the fact of 
housewives effectually checking the morbid desire to incubate by plunging the 
posteriors of the hens in cold water, suggested that it might be advisable to 
pursue the same plan with women when in a condition of ungovernable sexual 
excitement. Upon that hint, I ordered a cold hip-bath to be given her. 
She was forced sitting into a tub of cold water, retained there for a few 
minutes, and then taken out in a general torpidity of mind and body, with 
feeble pulse, imperfect aeration, and an almost perfect coma; but, after being 
thoroughly dried by friction with coarse towels, reaction ensued before I was 
able to return to the house. R.—Ext. conii, pulv. opii, aa gr. j in pil. was 
then exhibited. This was at about 8 P. M. At 11 she was in a sound sleep, 
with countenance, pulse, and skin undisturbed. The next morning she was 
in her general health. I then endeavoured to learn something of the history 
of the case, but could only ascertain that she had endured similar attacks 

1 This course of action, when accompanied by a calm, steadfast gaze, soothing 
words, as well as by passes over the face, head, and breast, has been usefully em¬ 
ployed in hysteria and other nervous affections. 
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during the past year, that these had increased in frequency and violence, and 
that this last had been the most severe of any ever experienced. The only 
suspicious circumstance was, that they always occurred when she was alone or 
with those known to be lewd. 

The patient was a well-proportioned girl of seventeen, of a sanguine tem¬ 
perament, possessed of an ingenuous countenance and pleasing deportment; 
but her small eyes, the arching of the internal canthus, the drooping lid, the 
sharp outer curving of the upper lip, which itself was as thick as the inferior 
one, the large, broad nose and chin, the disproportionate size of the posterior 
portion of the head, as well as the general development of her frame—these 
all evinced that the primary cause of the disease arose or was seated in her 
animal organization. Her defective education, mode of life, vulgar comrades 
and associations, the exposure and contagion incident to several families living 
in one house, with a hydrant and water-closet shared by all the court, and the 
immorality of the youths who lounged about the place, were strong corrobo¬ 
rating evidences of the cause of her affliction. But though the mother was 
suspicious, she had no positive knowledge of any criminal conduct or unchaste 
habits on the part of Catherine, nor till near the end of March, even in a pri¬ 
vate interview, would the girl admit that she was a wanton, or even addicted 
to manustupration. A vaginal examination was made, when negative evidence 
as to her virginity was presented in the distension of the organ, the presence 
of the carunculse, and the flaccidity of the nymphse. From the size of the 
labia minora, the irritability of the mucous coating of the vulva, the morbid 
delicacy of the clitoris, together with the existence of a leucorrhoea for many 
months, without there being any morbid condition of the uterus or discover¬ 
able lesion in the vagina, or any symptomatic testimony to invalidate the 
diagnosis, I concluded that she had been addicted to attouchement, and that 
she was unchaste. Without imparting my suspicion, I simply advised the 
mother, who was suffering from mental agony, to closely scan the daughter’s 
conduct; and, frightening the girl with the terrors of an early and horrible 
death, or of repeated returns of her distressing malady, got her to obey the 
prescribed routine. At my solicitation, the mother called in their clergyman, 
to whom, as he was a man of honour, I imparted the suspicions entertained of 
the girl’s depravity. It may be as well to state here that her after-admissions 
confirmed the diagnosis; she confessed her addiction to masturbation, stating 
that her appetite was insatiable, and that her mother watched her so closely 
as to prevent sexual fruition save at rare intervals. 

Understanding the disease to be an insanity of the venereal desire, the 
indication was plainly to subvert that morbid appetite by rendering her emas¬ 
culate for a time, as well as to assist such endeavour by attention to her habits 
of life, so as to destroy the force of the associations which had accumulated 
during the period of riot and madness. This last, the circumstances of the 
family prevented me from fully accomplishing. Having the aid of the mother 
and priest in undertaking to correct any lesion in her morale, the physique was 
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attended to as follows: For the leucorrhoea: R.—Argenti nitras gr. x; aqua 
destil. fgj.—M. Sig.—Injeetio per vaginam. This was used, with the hope 
that the change created by the caustic on the mucous membrane might also 
lessen its sensitiveness. Injections of cold water, combined with an astring¬ 
ent, were afterwards used daily. These topical agents were assisted by a 
vegetable diet, regular exercise, and more decorous behaviour; whilst the 
constitution was being influenced by—R. Extractum dulcamarse 9j; extract- 
um nucis vomica; gr. v; pulveris camphorse 9j.—M. et divid. in pil. xx. 
Sig.—Three to be taken daily. 

February 19. Having, in spite of all care, been intercepted whilst in coitu, 
a new and alarming series of paroxysms ensued. The cold hip-bath was again 
used, with the happy result of immediately checking the convulsion. Finding 
that the leucorrhoea had returned, another injection of nitrate of silver was 
administered; and, as there was a considerable quantity of mucus secreted 
from the vulva, a mild solution of sulphate of zinc was applied, by means of 
a napkin, to its surface. This arrested the discharge and diminished the irri¬ 
tability of the parts. To gain control over the system, the following formula 
was substituted for that first exhibited : R.—Ext. conii 9j; ext. dulcamarse 
9jj; ex. nucis vomicae gr. v.—M. et divid. in pil. xx. Sig.—Four to be taken 
daily. The hygienic directions were renewed, and the frequent use of cold 
water, in the form of injections, local application to the genitals, and occa¬ 
sional hip-baths, was continued. 

March 22. Another attack supervening, I allowed the convulsions to have 
full sway, with the impression that fear, agony, and exposure would prove 
material aids in the course of treatment. Nor was there error in this opinion, 
for a full confession was voluntarily made, with, I trusted, earnestly sincere 
promises of amendment. The course of treatment was begun anew by the 
administration of a hydragogue cathartic, together with the application of 
leeches to the perineum. The allotted diet and general regulations as to 
habits were persevered in, whilst the internal remedies were changed by giv¬ 
ing a grain of the extract of dulcamara daily, and injecting two fluidounces 
of the decoction of bittersweet into the vagina daily, and allowing it to remain 
as long as possible. 

April 13. The convulsions were renewed after an unsuccessful coitus, but 
her sufferings were less intense than ever before. Again was she forced to 
submit, unaided and uncomforted, to the agony of her attack. Previous to 
this time, her general health had been excellent; but she was now so debili¬ 
tated that I was obliged to exhibit full doses of tinct. cinchona; comp., and 
allow her the use of meats at dinner. This was continued for two weeks, 
when, her system having recovered its ordinary tone, the vegetable diet was 
renewed. Meanwhile, the following was administered: R.—Ext. dulcamarse 
Jiij; alcoholis f§ss; ft. sol. saturand. et adde tinct. aconit. rad. npx; tinct. 
digital, fjj-—M. ft. in sol. Sig.—Take fifteen drops three times a day. The 
arterial sedatives were indicated by the irritability of the heart, which, within 
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the last week, had become distressing. This formula was used for about eight 
days, after which three grains of the extract of dulcamara were given daily 
from the 26th of April to the 30th of May, when she declared that not only 
was the sexual desire subverted, but that, on being tempted to have intercourse 
a few nights previous, she had found herself emasculate. Since that time, I 
saw her weekly till near the end of July, and was more than once denounced 
for having destroyed her virility. I controlled her with threats of exposure 
on the one part, if she destroyed my work, and, on the other, promised to 
render her sexually fit to assume the duties of a wife whenever such services 
were needed. In concluding, it must be stated that though the treatment is 
here represented as being nearly continuous, yet it must not be so considered, 
for at times arterial excitement, cereberal stimulation, or their reverse, were 
induced when the constitutional remedies were suspended for a few days, and 
appropriate means taken to check the morbid condition excited by their use. 
When resumed, it was with caution. 

This day, September 13, I saw the girl, who says that though she now 
occasionally experiences a slight venereal orgasm, yet she has no inclination 
to resume her old habits, and renew the disease which cost her such an effort 
to be rid of. 


Art. VII .—Remarkable Gunshot Wound. By Wm. F. Edgar, M. D., 
Ass. Surg. U. S. A. 


The following case appearing to possess some points of unusual interest, it 
has been deemed worthy of a report in detail. 

Private B., of Company “ L,” 1st Artillery, being on duty with a mounted 
detachment operating in the Big Cypress whilst at Fort Simon Drum on the 
morning of the 3d of May, accidentally shot himself in the left arm with a large¬ 
sized Colt’s revolver. The ball entered the middle of the internal side of the 
arm, at about three inches above the internal condyle of the humerus, and pass¬ 
ing over the anterior aspect of the bone, made its exit at a point nearly opposite. 
Asst. Surgeon It. F. Simpson, who was on duty at the post at the time, 
says: “ I saw the wound immediately, and found florid blood spirting from 
it in jets; supposing the brachial artery to have been wounded, I placed 
my fingers over it for a few minutes, when the hemorrhage ceased. I then 
dressed the wound with a compress and bandage, and directed the application 
of cold water, at the same time I noticed the absence of the pulse at the 
wrist of the wounded arm.” The patient had been considered the subject 
of mental aberration since he has been known in the service, and appeared 
to suffer exacerbations, as it were, at times. He tore the dressing from off 
his wound twice during the day, but did not induce a return of the hemor¬ 
rhage ; after the third dressing it was not disturbed again, but on the evening 



